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In addition to rolling out our new logo, brand, and website this past March, 
we also launched our new strategic plan. The plan identified five key 
strategic priorities that will help us meet our goals of Nutrition Security and 
Food Equity for everyone in southwestern Wisconsin. 

The strategic priorities are:

• Engage collaborators

• Strengthen our network

• Equitable food distribution

• Source and acquire nutritious foods

• Collect and better utilize data

As a partner invested in our mission, you may already be aware of some of the progress we’ve made thus far 
towards providing equitable food distribution to all agencies, programs, and geographic areas we support.

One goal with all of our strategic priorities is to leverage our strengths as a food bank to eliminate barriers that 
may prevent our partner agencies from providing additional support beyond food – those that address the 
root causes of food insecurity. 

One such barrier is the cost of food, so in June 2021, we moved to a system where any food we receive for 
free goes out to our partners for free, including eliminating delivery costs. Our partner agencies now have the 
ability to provide more food resources and address the root causes of hunger in their community.

Additionally, we provided $200,000 in capacity-building grants to four area non-profits. These grants will 
build long-term, racially diverse distribution strategies as identified and developed within the community, to 
address health disparities and advance food equity.

As you can see, due to your generosity and the support of others, we’ve already taken some impactful steps 
to achieve our strategic goals. I look forward to regularly updating you on the status of these priorities as we 
continue our work. 

Thank you! 

Michelle Orge 
President/CEO

P.S. For further definitions of our strategic goals and priorities,  
visit www.secondharvestmadison.org/strategicplan

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

AUGUST IS “MAKE A WILL MONTH!” 

It’s easier than you think to support your favorite charities, like 
Second Harvest, in your estate plan. Set aside some time to plan your 
legacy today. Second Harvest has partnered with FreeWill to walk 
you through the simple process of creating a will online, for free. 
Help us invest in nutrition security and food equity for the long term!  
Use the QR Code to read on.

www.secondharvestmadison.org/planned-giving



A special thank you  
to our 2022 Hunger Action 
Month sponsors:

FAMILY & FOOD GO TOGETHER
Kris Tazelaar

For Kristen Benjamin, cooking and family go hand-in-hand. Growing up in Chicago with 
her mom, dad, and sister, she remembers that connection between family and food. “I 
have cousins, aunts, and uncles,” she said. “Family was always over at our house because 
mom loves to cook.”

A few years ago, Kristen moved to Madison looking for a better life, but that connection 
between food and family is still strong. “I love to cook, and they love to eat,” said 
Kristen. “With kids and grandchildren living in the area and friends and neighbors 
regularly stopping by, you never know how many people will be at the dinner table. 
That’s what brings a family together.”

When she was in Chicago, Kristen regularly worked two jobs, but now painful sciatica 
and degenerative scoliosis prevent her from working. But thanks to various public 
programs, her kids, help from her significant other, and Second Harvest’s mobile 
food pantry that comes to her apartment complex each month, Kristen is able to keep 
bringing the family together around the dinner table.

“I love the Second Harvest pantry, and it helps a lot. The workers are good to get along 
with and very understanding. And they’re good items that you receive. It makes things 
a lot easier!”

Our mobile food pantries support thousands of families like Kristen’s every month 
throughout southwestern Wisconsin, thanks to your generous gifts. Thank you!

September is Hunger Action Month and as a partner of Second Harvest, we 
invite you to get your friends and family involved! Here are three actions to 
take that will support those facing hunger in our community:

GO ORANGE 
Thursday, September 8 
Together we can build awareness on social media! 
Tune into NBC15 for fun ways to participate!

HUNGER ACTION DAY 
Saturday, September 17 
Make arrangements to volunteer with us or find a pantry in your 
community to support with your gift of time. Need help finding 
a pantry near you? Visit SecondHarvestMadison.org/find-food.

REQUEST-A-THON 
Thursday, September 22  
Join Jonathan and Kitty on 105.5 Triple M from 6 am - 6 pm and 
request ANY song* to be played with a minimum donation of 
$25 (the higher the donation, the higher on the playlist your song 
goes). Just call 844-8HUNGER or visit SecondHarvestMadison.org/
Request to make your donation and song request.

*As long as they can be played over the air. Excessively long songs may be 
shortened to allow for other requested songs to be played.

Looking for more ways to take action in September? Download our 30 Ways in 30 Days calendar at: 
www.secondharvestmadison.org/30ways

Quartz Health . Park Bank . Findorff 
TASC . Exact Science . Lap Corp



VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCES

Support for Second Harvest comes in many forms, not the least of which is our amazing volunteers. 18-year-
old Maryna Sahaida has become a regular volunteer with Second Harvest over the last few months. Maryna is a 
Ukrainian refugee who left after Russian forces invaded her country. She came to us to help people and honor her 
mom, dad, grandma, sister, and nephew that she had to leave behind.

Before February 24, Maryna lived in Ukraine with her mom and dad in the same village as her sister, nephew, and 
grandma. Before the war, “[Ukraine was] a very beautiful country. I’m sad that people didn’t really know about 
Ukraine before.”

Growing up in a tiny village, Maryna would spend her days helping grandma fill her root cellar with potatoes, 
tomatoes, cucumbers, and vegetables they had grown in grandma’s garden. That same root cellar would protect 
grandma from nearby falling bombs during the invasion.

By March 5, Maryna had traveled more than 5,000 miles to Madison, Wisconsin. Unfortunately, a lack of visas 
meant that her mother, grandma, sister, and nephew couldn’t join her. And men between 18-60 couldn’t leave, 
which meant her 50-year-old father could not join her either.

The route to safety included crossing the Ukrainian/Hungarian border and spending a few nights in a refugee 
camp, then going from Budapest to Munich, then Chicago, and finally to Madison to stay with a host family from 
Bethel Lutheran Church. 

Maryna recalls leaving her family at the Ukrainian border. “It was really difficult, especially the first couple days in 
Madison. I would call my mom crying every day.”  Even while her family was forced to migrate for a few months, 
Maryna has been able to call or text them most days, thanks to the internet. 

Unfortunately, in addition to her grandma’s house, her sister’s apartment and most of the main streets in her 
hometown have been destroyed. “It was really hard watching the news. I don’t want to be in a depression, so I 
tried to avoid reading too much news. It’s very difficult.”

When asked why she volunteers with Second Harvest, Maryna said, “First of all, I like to help people. I like the 
friendly atmosphere here. I totally feel a connection. Our people need a lot of help, and I know this feeling, so I 
can feel that people here also need help with food.”

While Maryna has no idea when she will be able to return home, she does know that she wants to continue 
helping people facing hard times. “I would like to find people who could do the same organization [like Second 
Harvest] in Ukraine so we could help people with food. [I] would like to be part of starting an organization like 
Second Harvest.”

When asked what she hopes for in the future, Maryna responds, “To have a good life without any wars. It’s the 21st 
century, and we still have wars? I just want people not to forget about Ukraine.”

WAR-TORN BUT STILL GIVING BACK
Kris Tazelaar 


