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FROM THE
PRESIDENT’S
DESK
Food banks like Second
Harvest have been
rescuing, acquiring, and
purchasing fresh produce,
dairy, protein, shelf-stable
canned and boxed product, and
other staple items for decades. While the sources of
this food may fluctuate over time, what hasn’t changed
is the focus on connecting this food with our partner
agencies so they can support families with the food that
helps them thrive.
To support our network of partners and programs and
ensure they have the types of items they need, we rely
on a combination of donated food (through food rescue
and other sources) as well as targeted food purchases.
Fresh fruits and vegetables, dairy, and meats are at the
top of our wish list because that’s what is requested
most from our network. And last year, nearly 60% of
the food we provided was in these categories. That’s
12.4 million pounds of food that supported kids as they
navigated complicated school changes, their parents
adjusted to an entirely new way of working (or not
working), and overall, allowed families to make fewer
tough choices between nutritious food and other
necessities.
With your support, Second Harvest and our partners
have built a strong collaborative network to support
folks with a variety of food choices that everyone
deserves – a combination of mostly fresh and perishable
foods, with some frozen and nonperishable foods to
increase options. But as we hear about costs increasing
at grocery stores and the gas station, these affect us
as well. Supply chain disruptions, inflation, and rising
fuel costs are just a few of the challenges we’re facing
that are driving up our cost of supporting those facing
hunger.
That’s why your support has been so vital. With your
help, we can continue down the path of making sure
everyone in our community has enough nutritious food
to thrive.

Making a difference in the community.

Meet our partners

In many cases, food pantries are the face of hunger relief for a community. For Second Harvest, food
pantries are partners in our mission to end hunger in southwestern Wisconsin.
Pantries are vital to our collective effort at making sure everyone in southwestern Wisconsin has
enough nutritious food to thrive. Because pantries are directly located in the communities they serve,
the people – many times volunteers – who run them are the experts in addressing and knowing their
community needs. They all have unique situations and needs, and they all have their own unique story.
Rosie Gittens is the resource coordinator for Leopold
Community School in Madison, WI. The area has limited
options for grocers. If you do not have a car, getting the
food home from the grocery store can be a significant
challenge. To meet the needs of Leopold families who
face hunger (68% of Leopold families qualify for free and
reduced meals), Rosie holds a drive-thru/walk-up food
distribution twice a month. On average, each distribution
supports around 50 families.
Rosie goes beyond offering food resources for her families
because, as she describes it, there’s a “web of things that
happen, pull on any string in that web, and it can have a big
impact on the level of need in the community.” She goes on
to say, “I remember school being a place for me to access all
sorts of resources. When the community school opportunity
came along, the whole initiative spoke to me. We can look at
the child as a whole - not just coming to us and learning and
going home. Children come to us with so many other things
happening in their life; it’s up to the adults to help them
navigate the system so they can learn and be kids.”
Dale and Candy (not pictured) came to Viroqua 10 years ago
and started investing time into improving the Living Faith
Food Pantry. In December of 2021, they had their ribboncutting ceremony for their long-awaited space. Through
community networking and tenacity, they were able to get
a new space for their pantry, complete with a walk-in cooler
and freezer. When he talked to us about why he continues
to do this work or why he started, his answer was simple,”
Because it needed to be done.” Dale and Candy are excited
to find innovative ways to build a more robust pantry
operation to allow Viroqua area guests to have more access
to this resource. They’re looking to expand operations and
hours and have thought of innovative ways to help fund
this effort, one being a thrift store. Viroqua is a growing
community that is quickly becoming a tourism hot-spot of our state.

Rosie

Dale

Through our work at Second Harvest, we look to help our partners fuel their communities with
nutritious food so they can use their innovation, creativity, hard work, and community awareness to
meet the needs of our neighbors. We have over 300 partner agencies and programs throughout our
16-county service area, and each one of them is making a difference in working to end hunger.

Snapshots of

Food Insecurity
The following stories provide a glimpse into the lives of people facing hunger
like those supported by Second Harvest and our 300+ partner agencies and
programs thanks to your gifts:
“We eat rice for breakfast, lunch, and dinner
sometimes because there isn’t much food in our
house,” Zoey admitted. “My mom and dad have to
go without just so that us kids can have food in our
stomachs.”
And that sacrifice isn’t lost on Zoey.
“It makes me sad,” she said. “Because it’s either I can
eat their food or I don’t eat at all.”
“The food bank helps us because it gives us food to
eat,” Zoey said. “It gives us cereal and milk. It gives us
lunch and dinner too.”
Zoey knows how important it is to have the food
she receives from the pantry.

“Food makes you healthy, it
makes you strong, and it helps
you grow,” she said.

Zoey

“Our life was very normal before the accident, and then…
BAM!” said Evetta. “Five years ago, my husband was in a
car accident. We went from an income to absolutely no
paycheck practically overnight. It was devastating,” she
remembers. “The accident turned our world upside down.
We didn’t know where our next meal was coming from.”
While Evetta owned her own lawn care company, the single
income was not enough to pay the bills and afford food for
her family.

Evetta

“When I came to the pantry to get
food, they made me feel like I wasn’t
alone,” she said. “I’m not sure what
we’d have done without it.”

