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“We’re all stronger together!”
from the presidents desk

goodman community center

NBC15 share your holidays

how

Food Banks work
with Food Pantries

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

Welcome to the table
The kitchen table can be a
magical place. It’s where we
share food and the events of
the day, where families bond,
where we can welcome friends
and strangers alike, and where
problems are solved.

Unfortunately, for those who
experience hunger, the kitchen table
can be a constant reminder of the difficult times they’re
going through. Parents look at the empty table and
think of their kids’ challenges in school because they
don’t have enough nutritious food to eat. And kids
pretend not to notice that mom is skipping meals so
they can have a little more.

Food banks like Second
Harvest source and store
millions of pounds of
nutritious food. We handle
pallets and truckloads of food
from many sources, including
food manufacturers, farmers,
grocery stores, and our sister
food banks from across the
country. With the help of
volunteers, we get the food
ready for distribution (e.g.
inspect, sort, and sometimes
repackage).

Then it is delivered
throughout our 16-county
service area to partner
agencies - including food
pantries.

Partner agencies distribute
the food directly to the
communities they support.

As you will see on the back page, this year is the 26th
annual NBC15 Share Your Holidays campaign, and
the theme is Come To The Table. It is an invitation to
individual and business donors, volunteers, partner
agencies, and those we support with food to come
together with one common goal…ending hunger!
What does it mean to Come To The Table?
•

Individual and business financial donors can join us
at the table with financial gifts

•

For our volunteers, the value of your continued gift
of time is almost immeasurable

•

Our partner agencies are the face of ending hunger
in our community; as we work together and learn
from each other, we will engage in this work in new
ways to help expand the size of the table

•

If having more nutritious food would help you
or your family thrive, we invite you to the table
– no matter how often you visit, Second Harvest
Foodbank and our network of partners are here to
welcome you and provide support

The challenges we face may be numerous, but food
should not be one of them. When we all Come To The
Table and share what we have, we can overcome those
challenges.
Join us as we help make the kitchen table a place
where everyone belongs.

community.
The word “community” is the glue that connects everything together for
the staff and volunteers at Goodman Community Center. In addition
to being the heart and soul of Madison’s Eastside, Goodman is
also a long-time partner with Second Harvest.
“I get a real sense of community here,” said Loralee Drumund,
a volunteer in the Goodman Community Center food pantry
for the last 15 years. “It’s a place for me to come when I’m
feeling bad or having a bad day. This is the place that cheers
me up.”
Loralee went on to share, “We have a variety of people come
in for help. One gentleman who was homeless at times would
come in for food; it turns out he was a Korean War hero and a
former high school teacher. It’s knowing that we’re helping people
like him that makes it really great here.”
For Francesca Frisque, Goodman’s Food Pantry Manager, she loved
volunteering at Goodman for eight and a half years so much that
when the Manager position came up a year ago in the middle of
the pandemic, she had to jump at it. “It just felt like the timing was
right for me to do something a little more impactful.”
“During the pandemic, we saw a lot of people that were here for
the first time,” said Francesca. “They were very anxious about
coming here and unsure about what the experience was going to
be. They were relieved when they found out it wasn’t that hard to
get help. They felt welcome and dignity. Being able to come to us
and get some food gives them stability in a world where they don’t
have a lot of stability.”
The food pantry is just one of the many services that Goodman offers. As Francesca likes to say, “We do
everything from essentially 3 years old to 100 years old.” Their additional services include an older adult
meal program, pre-school, after school programming, summer camps, a teen employment program, and
a catering program that helps its participants learn real-world skills working in the hospitality industry.
Just as Goodman is there for those who rely on them, Second Harvest is there for Goodman and the
hundreds of other partners and programs we work with. According to Francesca, “Second Harvest makes
sure that we can have our shelves stocked. Without a lot of those things that we rely on, we would have
an empty pantry. I feel like even though the pandemic has been a stressful time for food pantries, we’ve
also been very fortunate because places like Second Harvest have been able to provide even more. We’re
all stronger together!”
We couldn’t agree more!

Check Out Hunger
November 1 - December 31
Donate at the registers of area
Metcalfe’s and Woodman’s grocery
stores.
For 25 years, the NBC15 Share Your Holidays
campaign has provided light in dark times for those
facing hunger in our community. Last year alone, it
helped tens of thousands of people who were new to
the idea of asking for help because of the pandemic.
This year, during the 26th annual campaign, we are
inviting you to Come To The Table. This invitation
is for supporters and those needing help to work
together to make our community stronger.
Unfortunately, thousands of people in our community
whose lives can be made a little easier by receiving
food assistance never reach out. Thanks to our
supporters and our network of partner agencies and
programs, we are breaking down barriers to show
everyone there is dignity and strength in accepting
help.
The 26th annual NBC15 Share Your Holidays
campaign gives us the chance to strengthen the
foundation on which recovery from the pandemic
is being built. Look on the right side of this page
for ways you can support the campaign and make a
difference in our community.

GOLD
BRONZE

SILVER

DIAMOND

PRESENTING

Thank you to our
2021 Sponsors

Social Media Blitz
November 16
Download and print our
Social Media Blitz sign
(SecondHarvestMadison.org/
BlitzSign), take a picture holding it,
and post it to Facebook, Twitter, or
Instagram, using #SYH26 &
@secondharvestsw. Thanks to
our event sponsor, Naviant, Social
Media Blitz will provide 25,000
meals for the campaign.

Giving Tuesday
November 30
Celebrate Giving Tuesday by giving
to NBC15 Share Your Holidays
at SecondHarvestMadison.org/
GivingTuesday. For every $2
donated, Thrivent Financial
matches $1 (donors will receive two
emails from Thrivent in the future).

NBC15 Share Your Holidays
Phone-a-Thon
December 15
6 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Gifts will be matched by generous
sponsors and individual donors (up
to the amount of matching funds
raised) by calling 844-8HUNGER
(844-848-6437) or visiting
SecondHarvestMadison.org

